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Spring-Gardens Mar. 9, 1754. 


Mane falutantum totis vomit adibus undam. 
Vireo. 


To CHartes Rancer, Ef; 
STR, 


RE CaO Oo Muosrt all the frolic Excurfions of Fancy 
Wy to which you have occafionally given vent 
Aloka in your Saturday Compofitions, I have ob- 
Wy; ferved that there is not one of them but has 
(RARE NA fome Degree of Tendency to the Inftructi- 
DC) Sy 4 on, as well as Entertainment of your Rea- 
Leer OM Ore ders. On this Account, I hope you will 
not refufe a Place in your Paper to a Correfpondent, who means 
to fhew the Fertility of a Maxim, which has gained Credit with 
moft People, though extreamly ill-grounded, as, I think, I can 
fairly evince from an experimental Knowledge of Mankind. 
You undoubtedly recollect that Ovid begins one of his Elegies 


with the following Lines. 





Donec eris felix multos numerabis Amicos 
Tempora fi fuerint nubila, folus eris. 


Now, Sir, it is fo far from being true, that a Man is furrounded 
with Friends in Profperity, and is left deftitute under his Misfor- 
tunes 
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tunes, that I will undertake to prove the very Reverfe ; in doing 
this I fatter myfelf I fhall ferve the Purpofes of Virtue, and vin- 
dicate the Dignity of human Nature. 

You mutt know then, that I came to this Town, a few Years 


fince, with Intent to read the Law, having juit Fortune enough 


to fupport me in my Studies, until I might fix myfelf in a to-. 
lerable Road of Bufinefs. For this Purpofe I lodged in one of 
the Inns of Court, and the GEconomy, which I was obliged to 
obferve, rendering it impoffible for me to go much into Compa- 
ny, I foon found out that I led a very muzzy Sort of a Life. I 
therefore foon fhifted the Scene, and though, in a fhort Time, 
I found means to run out my little Fortune, I cannot fay, that 
I have found myfelf relinquifhed by the World on this Account. 
It is true that fome of my Acquaintance totally deferted me, | 
but it was the Occafion, at the fame Time, that others were 
more earneftly attached than they would otherwife have been. 
I remember the laft Word my Aunt in the Country faid to me, | 
was ‘* Bob, wherever you go, be fure to make Friends for yourfelf ;” 
this Advice, I will venture to fay, I-have had the Addrefs to 
conform to with great Succefs, as will_appear from the Sequel. _ 
Most of the Friendfhips of the World are Leagues in Debau- 
chery and Intemperance, made in the Drawing of a Cork, and 
often ended in the fame Manner: Out of Sight out of Mind is cer- 


tainly true with Regard to the Generality of Connexions, but 
the Impreffions I have made upon the Minds of my Friends are 


not fo eafily effaced. Onthe contrary, when it happens that I 
am feldom feen by them, they are known to be in very great 
Sollicitude about me, are conftantly very earneft in their Enqui- 
ries after me, and the Difcourfe they ufually have with each 
other is, ** Have you feen our old Friend lately ? —I can’t think 
‘© what’s become of him -- I hope he is not gone out of Town — 
‘“¢ T have not feen him for a long Time — faith, I’m very un- 
‘© eafy about him --- I wifh to God he would fee and fettle his 
‘s Affairs --- He’s a very carelefs young Fellow— a great deal 
*¢ too wild — throws away his Money like Dirt — I have called 
‘¢ upon him Morning after Morning, but all to no Purpofe — I’d 
“¢ give a Bottle of Wine I could meet with him — I'd rather that 
‘¢ than my'Dinner— I never long’d fo much to fee any Body. ” 
Thefe are the general Expreffions of Anxiety which my Friends 
exprefs on my Account, and there are fome of them who are not 
content to reft here ; Words coft nothing ; they carry the Thing 
to fuch a Length as to employ a couple of Fellows, who are dai- 
ly in all Quarters of the Town hunting and prying about for me. 
As there are few Inftances of fuch earneft Friendfhip in the World, 
f am fenfible what I have faid, may have a romantic Appearance, 


and Mr. Ranger may fuggeft to himfelf, that Iam entertaining him 
al] 
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all this Time witha Novel; but, Sir, I muft take leave to aflure 
you that every Word is literally true, and what may perhaps raife 
your Idea ftill higher, is, not one of all thefe People has ever go; 
a Shilling by me, and I verily believe few of them are fanguine 
enough to expect it. Having faid thus much in the Praife of 
thefe my Well-wifhers, it will naturally be defired of me, to 
inform the World who and what they are, who are in fuch Con- 
cern about a Stranger, and not to keep you any longer in Sufpen fe 
I will now tell you, that I have experienced all this Generofity 
from My CREDITORS. 

By this it will appear that the Pleafure of being in Debt, 
though very common in Life, is very little underftood by the 
Generality of thofe, who addict themfelves to this Gratification. 
The Art inall thefe Cafes is to refine upon the Occurrences and 
Difappointments, to which our State is liable; and, for my Part, 
I own that the Pleafure juft mentioned is one of the moft valu- 
able Enjoyments of my Life. My Morning Levee is as great as 
any Nobleman’s, whereas in the Days that I could fay I was 
in Poffeffion of a Competence, I never had any Vifitor whatever, 
except a Laundrefs to make my Bed in the Temple. But now 
the Cafe is perfectly altered ; there is a conftant Crowd of At- 
tendants about my Doors, and to thofe, that are admitted, I 
have the Pleafure of making as many Promifes, as a Minifter of 
State, befides a lofty Pride in keeping them much after the fame 
Fafhion. Upon thefe Occafions it will now and then happen, 
that they, who beft know how to make their Court, and have 
the Art of taking a pliant Hour, fometimes prevail upon me 
to appoint a Day for the Completion of their Wifhes. As 
Things of Confequence cannot be done in a violent Hurry, 
the Day, agreed upon, is generally very diftant, may be from 
fix to nine or twelve Months, during which Space of Time, it 
is obfervable that their Good-nature never fuffers the leaft A- 
batement, but they remain as follicitous as ever, frequently ex- 
preffing the moft tender Regard for my Welfare. ‘ My dear 
*¢ Sir, do, take a little Care of yourfelf ——— it goes to my ve- 
“¢ ry Heart to hear you cough fo hard —— why you'll not live 
“« three Months at this Rate — be advifed by me, and put a 
** Stocking about your Neck to Night, and take fomething to 
<¢ fweat you a little and eafe your Cheft —— you fhould not drink 
“© {9 much —confider it impairs both Conftitution and Purfe — 
‘© you know it’s for your Good I fpeak — you'd be a great Lofs 
** to your Friends take up a little, Flefh and Blood can’t 
‘© hold it always. ”’ 

Tuus, Mr. Ranger, amI beloved, and that for no other Rea- 
fon, but my Addrefs in making Friends for mytelt, and Tam fo 
clofely watched by thefe generous Creatures, that itis totally out 





of my Power to take any wrong Step, that might be detrimental 
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tomy Affairs. Of this I hada convincing Proof about a Year 
ago, when the Interpofition of my Taylor hindered me from com- 
mitting avery inconfiderate Action. I was going with a Friend 
to take a Trip to Paris, by which Expedition I muft certainly 
have been drained of all my ready Money ; but the Vigilance of 
my Friend contrived to have me ftopped as I was juft ftepping 
into the Poft-Chaife, and I was thence conducted to another 
Friend’s Houfe upon an amicable Arreft for feventy Pounds. 
Here I remained confined till my Paffion for Travel was perfect- 
ly cool’d, and when I was at length reftored to my Liberty, my 
abovementioned Friends, took particular Care not to leave me a 
fingle Shilling, for fear I fhould take the fame unhappy Turn a 


fecond Time. 

While I thus enjoy the Affiduity and Benevolence of fuch a 
Number, who are kind enough to intereft themfelves in my Af- 
fairs, I muft own that there is a Species of Creditors, who are 
an Exception to the general Rule ; for though all thofe of whom 
I have hitherto been fpeaking, are upon every Occafion highly 
pleafed to meet me, this laft Clafs deteft the very Sight of me. 
As I am not confcious that I have ever done any Thing to incur 
their Difpleafure to fo great a Degree, their Averfion fhocks me 
the more ; and notwithftanding all the Pains I have taken to foften 
them by Politenefs they ftill remain inexorable. Whenever I do 
not pay them what is due tothem, I endeavour to put them off 
with the handfomeft Apology in my Power; but all tono Pur- 
pofe; Ihave run too far in Arrears, and they are not by any 
Means to be fatisfied. AsI fhould be glad you would give them 
a Word of Advice, I will juft hint to you that the Perfonages, 
whom I mean, areno otherthan GENTLEMEN’S Servants. The 
Cry among them all is, what can a poor Serving-man do, if he 
is rob’d of his juft Vails by fuch Scoundrels? They are all ve- 
ry unwilling to let me run further in their Debt, and therefore 
it is 1 can hardly get any Thing out of their Hands. If I call for 
Beer at Table, they are fure not to hear me, till their Mafter or- 
ders them to ferve the Gentleman, when I receive the Leavings 
of the Tankard juft out of the Hands of the moft capacious Swal- 
low inthe Company. In fhort, the Peevifhnefs of thefe my Cre- 
ditors is a great Difcount upon my Happinefs, and I muft con- 
fefs there is no Kind of Pleafure in being in Debt to them. How- 
ever I muft endeavour to bear this Inconvenience, and if you 
will be pleafed to infert this Letter in the Gray’s-Inn Journat 
I fhall be proud to get into your Books, and fhall have the fur- 
ther Pleafure of being ndedbtedto Mr. Ranger for this A& of Ci- 
vility, which will always oblige me to be, 

SIR, 
Your moft obedient Servant 
And fincere Well-wifber 


Rosert Duns-scope. 
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4B EI IIE 


TRUE INTELLIGENCE. 


From my own Apartment, March 9g. 


IN C E the Profeffion of Bucki/m is grown into fuch Repute, a Bard, 
S who boafts himfelf a Defcendant of the fame facetious /Vag/affe, that 
in the Tatler opened a new Vein of Poetry by his admirable Verfes on « 
Shower in Town, and afterwards in a Defcription of a City Morning, has 
attempted an Ode in Honour of every honeft Fellow, who bears a lauda- 
ble Attachment to the faid Profeffion. In this Ode he endeavours to re- 
commend the Practice of Bucki/m, by fhewing, that it makes the neareft 
Approaches, of any modern Difcipline, to the antient Stoici/m, which is 
welt known to have been the wifeft and moft rational Philofophy amongft 
the Antients, as may appear more at large by having Reference to my laft 
Paper, in which I have fully explained the feveral Branches of the Science. 
The Piece, which I now prefent to my Readers, is an Imitation of that ce. 
lebrated Ode of Horace, which begins with Juteger vitae, &c. and is the 
twenty fecond of his firft Book. ‘The whole feems to be very clear and 
intelligible; ‘but if any Pafiages ftand in need of a Comment, I could 
with fome ingenious Critic would favour me with Notes, and various Read- 
ings, which, I promife fhall be punctually inferted, as I think it a great 
Pity, that fo diverting a Superfluity, as verbal Criticifm, fhould be entire- 
ly exploded, 


I. 


A Buck fecure the Streets may pafs, 
Nor fear the burnifh’d Front of Brafs, 
At George’s often feen ; 
He, though with Oaths equipt from Zom’s 
And bluft’ring Airs, dare Devil comes, 
Shall afk no fhelt’ring Skreen, 


I. 


Me once at Ffonathan’s a Jew 
Approach’d in Ire, but ftreight withdrew, 
And grinn’d with ghaftly Grace ; 
No tawny Surface of a Phiz, 
No Horrors of a Brow like his, 
Are found in all Dukes Place. 


II. 


Place him where Flecet-Ditch torrent Rolls 
Amidft a Crew of captive Souls, 
No Ills can there approach him 3 
Infidious Catchpoles, bafe and ‘ly, 
At Diftance wait with cautious Eye, 
And fear to fcize and coach him 
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IV. 


Or where with buy curious Hum, 
Wits and grim-vifag’d Critics come, 

To blafta Striplin’s Bays; 
‘The Bedford he nor fears to trace, : 


But walks the Room with meafur’d Pace, 
Nor Cenfure minds, nor Praife. 


Vv 


When in full Houfe with dreadful Ire, 


Pit, Box and Gallery confpire, 
To doom the Poet’s Fate ; 


Amidft the Storm he fits ferene, 


Pleas’d to behold his Heart’s foft Queen 
Sweetly fmile, and {weetly prate. 


Drury Lane, March g. 


On Monday the 25th. Inftant will be revived, for the Benefit of Mr. 
AMbffop, the Tragedy of Zara, in which the Part of Lufgnian will receive 
fuch additional Confequence from the mafterly Touches of Mr. Garrick, 
Zara will be fo fkilfully performed by Mrs. Cilber, and the Character of 
Ojman fo well fupported by Mr. Adofop’s own Aion, that it is not doubt- 
ed this excellent and ftill improving Actor, will have the Pleafure of bring- 
ing together on the above Day a very large Number of Patrons of rifing 


Merit. 
Bath, March 5. 


The Amufements of this Place are not fo lively, at prefent, as they have 
been heretofore ; Mr. Quin’s Account of our Situation feems to come pret- 
ty near the Mark, ** @ good conventent Home, Sir, to lounge away the Dregs 
of Life.” Mr. Foote indeed, has contributed, fince his Vifitation, to ex- 
hilerate the few choice Spirits refiding here, but we are apprehenfive his 
Stay will not be of long Duration, as we find a Call of Friendfhip will ob- 
lige him to return to London in order to play for Mifs Bellamy’s Benefit on 
Saturday the 23d of Adareh, which, he fays, will pofitively be the laft Time 
of his appearing this Seafon. 


Printed for W. FADEN in Wine-Office-Court, Fleet-ftreet, and 
J. BOUQUET in Pater-Nofter-Row, where may be had the 


former Numbers. 

















